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Wislers & Yoders Are 
Programs for March 17 

The spring meeting of Michiana 
Anabaptist Historians, on Saturday, March 
17, will be held in the cafeteria of Harrison 
Christian [Wisler] School at 64784 CR 11, 
just north of the Yellow Creek churches.  For 
those who would like to see the interior of 
a Wisler church building, the Yellow Creek 
Wisler Church at CRs 38 and 11 will be open 
for visitors from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  The 
oldest, largest Wisler congregation locally, 
it preserves an old-order arrangement, 
with preacher’s bench, in a pristine, “plain” 
interior.

At 9:30 a.m. Allen Martin will speak 
about the history, faith and practice of the 
Wisler Mennonite Church.  Allen, a dairy 
farmer, is a minister at the Fairview Wisler 
congregation, located at CRs 50 and 13 
west of Goshen.  The Wisler Mennonite 
Church began as an “old order” division of 
the Yellow Creek Mennonite Church that 
occurred in 1872 when Jacob Wisler (1808-
1889), a bishop (from 1851), was removed 
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from office by his congregation for resisting 
reforms advocated by leaders such as John 
Holdeman, John M. Brenneman and John F. 
Funk.  Wisler and his followers created the 
Yellow Creek Wisler congregation, located 
across the road from today’s Yellow Creek 
Mennonite Church USA.

Following a 10:30 coffee break, at 11 
a.m. Ken Yoder will speak on “Yoders in 
Indiana,” as a follow up to the eighth Yoder 
National Reunion that was held September 
20-23, 2017, in Shipshewana—the first time 
it was held in the Midwest.  Both Ken and 
Floyd Miller, a member of the MAH board, 
were actively involved in preparations 
and programs for the reunion.  American 
Anabaptist Yoders have their origin in the 
Hans Yoder family who immigrated to near 
Quakertown, PA, in 1717, from Steffisburg, 
Switzerland, the presumed “home” of the 
Yoder clan, Anabaptist and otherwise.  The 
international Yoder kin network includes 
family names spelled Joder, Yoder, Yotter, 
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Yetter, etc. Today, Yoder is the 598th most 
common family name in the U.S., and 
certainly rivals “Miller” for the most common 
name among Michiana Mennonites and 
Amish.

The morning will begin with coffee and 
conversation at 8:30, followed by a business 
meeting at 9 a.m., during which members 
will vote for a new vice-president of MAH. 
Jason Kauffman, MCUSA archivist, will 
be recommended by the nominating 
committee consisting of Ruby Bontrager 
and Al Yoder.  Leonard Gross, current vice-
president, has been completing the three-
year term of Rachel Nafziger Hartzler, who 
resigned last year.  Many thanks to him for 
his service. Members may nominate other 
persons during the business meeting, if they 
have their nominee’s permission.

Exhibits and 
Programs
vThe free exhibit “Voices of Conscience: 

Peace Witness in the Great War” opened 
February 16 and will continue through April 
18 in the Library Gallery at Goshen College.  
It documents and raises provocative 
questions about pacifists’ resistance to 
World War 1 and other conflicts.  It focuses 
on the plight of the two Hutterite C.O.’s 
who were imprisoned at Alcatraz and later 
died in Fort Leavenworth, KS, from abuse 
and deprivations. 
vRelated to the exhibit is a dramatic 

monologue by Michael Mears, of England, 
“This Evil Thing: Voices of Conscience 

in World War 1,” to be performed Wed., 
March 28, in Umble Center on the college 
campus.  It depicts the experiences of C.O.’s 
in England during World War 1.  This free 
program might be of special interest to MYF 
groups who today may be less acquainted 
with war resistance.
vThe Northern Indiana Historical 

Gathering will meet Saturday, March 10, at 
the Leo Miller residence.  The NIHG, a group 
of Old Order Amish historians, conducts its 
meetings in Pennsylvania Dutch.  For more 
information, call Floyd Miller at 260-463-
2401.
v“Amish Arts 1900-1940: From the 

Pottinger Collection” will open June 4 in the 
Hershberger Gallery in the Music Center 
at Goshen College and continue there until 
Sept. 16.  A public reception will be held 

Sept. 9, from 2-3:30, followed by a lecture 
at 3:30 in Rieth Hall by David Pottinger of 
Goshen, who collected Amish domestic arts, 
especially quilts, in Amish communities in 
LaGrange and Elkhart Counties, beginning 
in 1979.  The free exhibit will be remounted 
in the Library Gallery at the college from 
Sept. 23 to Nov. 18.
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The 25th Anniversary of 
Michiana Anabaptist Historians

(Above) View of audience at first official meeting.  
(Right) The first MAH officers (1992).  From left:  
Phyllis Frey, secretary; Levi Hartzler, newsletter; V. 
Pauline Yoder, treasurer; Russell Krabill, presi-
dent; Thelma Martin, membership; Dan Beachy, 
vice-president. (Below) John Murray, at podium, 
chair of constitution committee, which included 
Al Albrecht, Rachel Kreider, Dan Beachy and Hazel 
Hassan; with Russell Krabill, first president.

Twenty-five persons attended the 2017 anniversary meeting, which featured Jason Kauffman on the new MCUSA archives, followed by a tour of the archives 
area. In 2017 paid-up members of MAH totalled 80, with attendance at meetings varying from 25 to 100.

Church, when the constitution was ratified 
and officers were elected.  Interested 
persons had met already on Nov. 9, 1991, at 
Forks Church, to discuss the possibilities of 
an organization, and again March 21, 1992, 
for a program by Dennis Stoesz, archivist, 
at Townline Church.  

         During the business meeting at the 
October 21, 2017, meeting, we suddenly 
realized that we were enacting the 25th 
anniversary of Michiana Anabaptist 
Historians.  The prompt came from two 
guests, Mr. and Mrs. John Murray, who 
had brought with them photographs from 
the meeting on Oct. 24, 1992, at Waterford 
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Brenneman Ambertype Conserved

Try a Cemetery Walk Program

         The Spring 2015 MAH newsletter 
included a photograph of the broken 
ambertype picture of the marriage of 
Daniel and Susanna Keagy Brenneman in 
1858, owned by Joann and John Smith, the 
Brennemans’ descendants.  Daniel left the 
Yellow Creek Mennonite Church in 1874 
and founded what is now the Missionary 
Church.  The MAH contributed funds 
toward the conservation of this rare 
ambertype, now owned by the MCUSA 
archives, at the Midwest Art Conservation 
Center in Minneapolis.  The brass case 
was cleaned and is now protected against 
further corrosion.  The fabric hinge was 
replaced with a special Japanese paper. The 
glass cover was replaced. Most important, 
the broken glass of the ambertype has been 
made whole with a special epoxy, although 
some of the breaks can still be seen.  Jason 
Kauffman will bring this treasure from the 
Archives to the March meeting, for our 
examination.

         John Bender, recent historian for the 
Indiana-Michigan MCUSA conference, and 
a former president of MAH, recommends 
for congregations a program set in a local 
cemetery:
          Set aside an hour, preferably two 
hours, for a gathering in a cemetery.  Sing a 
verse of song.  Then have participants, for 
the first half, walk about alone or in very 
small groups, all in reverential silence.  Have 
people bring folding chairs, if needed.
         For the second half, have people share 
their thoughts, including stories of loved 
ones and others, joined by someone familiar 
with the cemetery’s history.  Share successes 
and failures openly.  Leave judgements to 

God.  Let silence and sharing, even holding 
hands, be an antidote to the traumas of our 
day.  Give thanks for spiritual leaders who 
walked before.  Witness to the sustenance 
you find in being children of God in the 
Anabaptist tradition—children of God 
who are walking into God’s future in daily 
allegiance to our Lord.  

Jason Recommends

1. http://mennoniteusa.org/what-we-do/
archives/  Website for the Mennonite 
Church USA Archives in Elkhart.  
Policies, contact information, open 
hours, volunteering, etc.

2. http://mac.libraryhost.com/  Finding 
aids for locating material in the 
collection.

3. https://www.flickr.com/photos/
mennonitechurchusa-archives  
Thousands of indexed photographs.

4. http://libraryguides.ambs.edu/
digital_mennonite_periodicals  Portal 
for accessing complete runs of full-text 
articles in major Mennonite periodicals, 
including the Mennonite Historical 
Bulletin.

Websites for browsers or researchers 
recommended by Jason Kauffman.

vThe annual public meeting of the 
Mennonite Historical Society will be Mon., 
April 9, in the Lambright Dining Hall at 
AMBS, with supper beginning at 6 p.m., 
followed by Janis Thiessen, Winnipeg, 
on Mennonites and labor unions.  No 
reservations needed.
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MAH News & Notes is published twice a year, for March and October meetings.

Ervin Beck, President, 1402-1 Pembroke Circle, Goshen, IN 46526.
Leonard Gross, Vice-president, 405 Gra-Roy Drive, Goshen, IN 46526.
Helene Hoover, Membership, 2005 E. Jackson Blvd., Elkhart, IN 46516.
Miriam Yutzy, Treasurer, 62835 CR 29, Goshen, IN 46528.
John Smith, Secretary, 1422 Hampton Court, Goshen, IN 46526.
Floyd Miller, At Large, 4425W  100S, LaGrange, IN 46761.

Send events, reviews or articles to Ervin Beck:  ervinb@goshen.edu.
Jill Steinmetz, layout; Karl Stutzman, webmaster.
Membership is $10 per year.  Renew at meetings or send payment to Helene.
All members, please give your e-mail address to Helene.

         Archivist Jason Kauffman describes the new home of the archives, 
in the basement of the headquarters of MCUSA in Elkhart, to MAH 
members at the October 2017 meeting.  The storage area is a state-of-the-
art facility, with climate control, movable shelving and 66oo linear feet 
of storage space, 4750 of which is currently in use. The first collection in 
the archives (1940) is of the 94 boxes of the papers of John F. Funk; the 
largest, of 220 linear feet, is of the papers of John Howard Yoder.  MAH 
papers are also in the archives.  In the fall 2018 newsletter, Joe Springer 
will describe the Goshen Archives at Goshen College.

News Archives for
MCUSA Elkhart


