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Rich Preheim Will Speak on His New Book 
Then Attendees Will Exchange Used Books

To accommodate the two programs at 
the fall meeting of Michiana Anabaptist 
Historians on Saturday, October 15, at 
Yellow Creek Mennonite Church, the time 
for the business meeting to begin will be 
9:15 rather than the usual 9 a.m.  This 
will give members time to arrange their 
used books for sale on the tables prior to 
Rich Preheim’s presentation on his new 
book about the MCUSA Indiana-Michigan 
Conference.  (See the boxed article on 
procedures for the book exchange.)

Preheim’s book, In 
Pursuit of Faithfulness: 
Conviction, Conflict, 
and Compromise in 
I n d i a n a - M i c h i g a n 
Mennonite Conference, 
is a landmark history 
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USED BOOK EXCHANGE

Sat., Oct. 15, 2016 
Only books on Anabaptist subjects, 
local history, family histories/
genealogies.
8:30-9:15 a.m. – place books on 
tables prior to business meeting
9:15-10:45 – business meeting and 
program
10:45-noon – refreshments, book 
sale, socializing
Instructions
Place a 3x5 index card or paper slip 
in each book, before you arrive, if 
possible:
 Title 
 Your name 
 Price
Then the money will go to you.
But if you want the money to go to:
 MAH or 
 NIAL (Northern Indiana 
Amish Library)
Then write those initials at the 
bottom of the card.
Price must be in dollar bills, NOT 
any coins.
Bundle books if you need to create 
a $1 item.
Keep price low to encourage 
exchange.
At 11:45 a.m., collect money and/
or leftover books.
You may want to offer leftover 
books free to NIAL or MHL.

of Mennonites in Michiana, replacing J.C. 
Wenger’s shorter history that appeared in 
1950.  With 306 pp. of text, photographs, 
sidebar stories, appendices and detailed 
index, it is crucial reading for all in our 
area who want to understand the origins, 
continuity and divisions that have 
characterized the Michiana settlement and 
beyond.  Copies of the book will be for sale 
at the meeting.  

Rich Preheim, a native of Marion, 
South Dakota, is a professional free-
lance journalist who has written for many 
Mennonite and secular publications.  He 
lives with his family in Elkhart and attends 
Hively Avenue Mennonite Church.  He 
is currently engaged in researching and 
writing the history of the Woodlawn Amish 
Mennonite Church east of Goshen.

News Notes
A new Anabaptist exhibit, “Amish 

Landscapes, Charm, Ohio: Paintings by 
Doug Unger” opened September 11 in the 
Library Gallery at Goshen College and will 
continue through November 11.  Unger, of 
Peninsula, Ohio, is retired as an instructor 
in the Art School at Kent State University.  
The exhibit also includes a few historic 
artifacts from the Amish community at 
Charm.  The exhibit is sponsored by the 
Mennonite-Amish Museum Committee 
and the Art Department at Goshen College.  
Free admission.  Call 574-535-7418 to 
confirm dates and times open.

In mid-October, the online Journal of 
the Center for Mennonite Writing will post 
the entire text of a new book, MennoFolk3: 
Puns, Riddles, Tales, Legends, by Ervin 
Beck.  The book continues the series 
MennoFolk: Mennonite and Amish Folk 
Traditions (2004) and MennoFolk2: 
A Sampler of Mennonite and Amish 
Folklore (2005), both published by Herald 
Press.  MennoFolk3 includes paintings 
and drawings by Don Swartzentruber of 
Winona Lake, Indiana. 

The Middlebury Chamber of Commerce 
has planned a “Then and Now” self-
guided tour of the town and countryside 
through October 1, 2016.  A map is 
available and markers will be found at 
each property.  For more information see:  
https://elkhartcounty2016.com/events/
bicentennial-legacy-events/ 

Indiana is observing its 200th 
anniversary of statehood in 2016.  
Anabaptists will observe the 500th year 
of the movement’s founding in 2025.  
How should the MAH respond to these 
anniversaries?

Jason Kauffman is the new archivist 
for MCUSA.  The archives at Goshen 
College is closed until Spring 2017 while 
the bulk of the collection is being moved 
to the MCUSA office building in Elkhart.  
Part of the collection will remain at Goshen 
College, although its scope has not yet been 
determined.

Philipp Gollner has been hired by the 
History Department of Goshen College 
to succeed Steve Nolt, who has taken 
a position at Elizabethtown College in 

Pennsylvania.  Gollner will teach American 
history, including the history of Anabaptists 
in North America.  He spoke on John Funk 
at the Fall 2013 meeting of MAH and is 
pictured in the newsletter of that date.
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DOUGLAS KAUFMAN
Conference Pastor for 
LeadershipTransitions, Indiana-Michigan 
Mennonite Conference
Pastor on leave of absence, Benton 
Mennonite Church

Review of Rich 
Preheim’s New Book

How do you tell a narrative history of 
the single most influential institution in 
Michiana Anabaptist experience? Rich 
Preheim tells that story in such an engaging 
way by focusing on the ongoing conflicts 
growing out of the enduring convictions 
of leaders and the congregations they 
represent. As a conferring body, the 
conference seeks elusive compromise. 

Preheim tells the story of this now 
Mennonite conference without leaving 
behind the significant Amish part. He 
is, like me, something of a champion of 
the more congregational orientation of 
the Indiana-Michigan Amish Mennonite 
Conference which merged with its 
Mennonite counterpart in 1916. Somehow 
that congregationalism was submerged in 
the following decades, and while Preheim 
traced that it did happen, I would have 
liked more analysis of how it happened. 

One of the trickiest aspects of Indiana-
Michigan Mennonite Conference history is 
that so much of its history is intertwined with 
the Mennonite Church denomination, now 
Mennonite Church USA. In a process that 
began some 150 years ago, Elkhart County, 
Indiana has become a denominational base. 
Preheim ably distinguishes conference 
and denominational history. He builds on 

The family of Dan and Viola Beachy at the Spring 2016 meeting of MAH.  The program 
included Dan Hochstetler interviewing Dan Beachy about his lifetime contributions  
to local Anabaptist groups and projects, which include being a founding member  
of MAH.

At the Spring meeting also Joe Springer spoke about researching his two-volume 
study of the Mennonite congregation in Montbeliard, France; the immigration of 
many of them to the U.S.; and their descendants.  He speaks to one of them, Mary 
(Mrs. Ed) Swartzendruber, whose Aschliman ancestors immigrated from Montbeliard 
to Fulton County, Ohio. CONT. ON PAGE 3 UNDER “REVIEW”
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At Sailor School, the group of people who enjoyed a tour of 
Michiana’s old country schools on July 23, as planned and led 
by Helene Hoover. 

Harrison Center School, the best preserved school building on 
the tour, inside and out, and still being used by neighborhood 
Wisler Mennonites for quilting and an annual “old-fashioned 
days” program for Wisler school children.

Three Wisler students, Dan Hochstetler and teacher Kristen 
Hoover inside a classroom at the Harrison Center School.

FEATURE PHOTOS
the image of Indiana as a geographic and societal crossroads of 
America.

John F. Funk moved to Indiana both to connect better with his 
fellow Mennonites and do it in a place with broad connections. 
His national Mennonite periodicals drew talent from throughout 
North America and provided a base for forging denominational 
institutions. Yet while telling the story of Funk’s influence in the 
denomination, Preheim is able to stay focused on Funk’s influence, 
and eventual loss of it, in the conference. 

Preheim continues the same careful balance with H.S. Bender, 
who also had an outsized role in the denomination. As a layperson 
for much of his life, his direct influence in the conference was not 
as great as the earlier Funk. But his indirect influence in changing 
the conference is decisive, especially as a representative of Goshen 
College, one of the national institutions that was at times most 
disconcerting to conference leaders. 

I would have appreciated a different approach to how Preheim 
portrayed progressives and conservatives. While I share his bias 
for the former, I wondered about words like “sanctimonious” and 
“doctrinaire” to describe the approach of the latter. His treatment of 
bishops lacked nuance. Certainly bad bishops were authoritarian, 
imposing their will on their people. But at their best bishops led on 
behalf of their people, listening more than imposing. 

The latter part of the book is a celebration of the conference 
increasingly representing those Anabaptists most engaged with 
the broader culture. This is seen in moving towards more racial 
diversity, more gender equality, and less clergy dominance. This 
hopefulness is chastened, however, by the most recent conflict on 
how the church responds to people with same-sex attraction, a 
conflict that has caused further dissolution. Yet his closing words 
remind us that the title might have it the wrong way. Perhaps the 
story of the conference’s pursuit of faithfulness is better understood 
as God’s faithfulness in pursuit of us.

 “REVIEW” CONT. FROM PAGE 2
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At the annual Library Day sponsored 
by the Northern Indiana Amish Library 
on Nov. 14, 2015, the program concerned 
the connections in the large extended 
family of Jeck Noah-Susan Miller-Amos 
& Bessie Miller.

A Bible belonging to Susan Miller 
and Bessie Mildred was donated to the 
library a few years ago.  In this Bible was 
the original letter from the orphanage 
to Susan, informing her they have a 
girl waiting for her.  This was the lead 
to where Bessie Mildred came from and 
helped us find the information of her 
biological parents.

Part 1.  Noah was married 4 times, 

An Amish Family Genealogy
having children that lived and some that 
died young, from each of the first three 
wives.  At age 46 Noah had lost 9 children 
and 3 wives.  He married a fourth time to 
a widow.  When his first wife died, the 
baby Amos was only 12 days old.  Amos 
was raised by someone else.

Part 2.  Susan Miller was also married 
4 times.  Susan and her first husband, 
Noah Schlabach, took little Bessie 
Mildred as a foster child about 6 months 
before Noah died.  Her second husband, 
Mike Yoder, had two little daughters.  
After he committed suicide, she was 
alone with 3 young girls to care for.  After 
the girls were married, Susan married a 

widower with young children at home.  
Susan never gave birth to a child but had 
the adopted and step-children.  She died 
a few years after she married her fourth 
husband.

Part 3.  Amos and Bessie Mildred 
were married 5.5 years and had 4 
children when she died.  Their two 
youngest children, Susie and William, 
were adopted by other families and the 
two oldest were raised by the couple who 
had raised their father.  Until recently 
they had very little information about 
their father. 
Floyd Miller
Northern Indiana Amish Library


