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Pastors/Librarians
Please post this 
newsletter in a 
public place.

“John F. Funk Day”
Oct. 26 at Prairie Street 

The creative work of John F. Funk 
in leading Mennonites into starting 
Sunday Schools, publishing ventures, 
mission work and other projects will 
be the theme of the Fall 2013 meeting 
of Michiana Anabaptist Historians on 
Saturday, October 26. 

 The meeting will be held at Prai-
rie Street Mennonite Church (which 
he helped found) at 1316 Prairie St. in 
Elkhart. The day will begin with cof-
fee at 8:30 a.m., followed by presenta-
tions by Nelson Kraybill at 9 a.m.and 
Philipp Gollner at 10:30.

Nelson Kraybill, pastor at Prairie 
Street and former president of Ana-
baptist Mennonite Seminary, will 
speak on “FunkFest: John F. Funk still 
inspires mission at Prairie Street Men-
nonite Church.” He will show photos 
of Funk and of sites in Chicago asso-
ciated with him, and explain how his 

church celebrates and traces back to 
Funk the themes of “mission, media, 
music, migration and mentoring.” 

Several years ago members made 
a pilgrimage to Chicago to track down 
sites associated with Funk’s early life. 
The congregation hopes to have a his-
torical marker erected in Elkhart to 
memorialize Funk’s work.

Philipp Gollner will speak on 
“Choose Your Foreparents Well: Les-
sons on History, Community and Con-
flict from John Funk.” His presentation 
will focus on how Funk viewed his-
tory and how he steered a middle, cre-
ative course between trying to recover 
a “golden age” of Mennonitism and 
others’ desire to “ditch the particulars 
of Mennonite past.” Gollner will also 
deal with Funk’s troubles in his later 
life, as his former followers disagreed 
with the way he used his position in the 

church. 
Gollner is a native of Vienna: “I 

was born into the Catholic Church 
in Austria, joined the very small free 
church movement in Europe through 
an international evangelical church in 
Munich, Germany, and found Anabap-
tism at a Reformed Evangelical Semi-
nary in Orlando, FL. Received into the 
Mennonite Church in Markham, IL, 
my roots among the North American 
Mennonites are currently growing in 
the ground of Kern Road Mennonite, 
in South Bend.”

Gollner earned an M.A. at the 
University of Chicago with a thesis 
on Funk’s work in religious education 
and is now a Presidential Fellow at the 
University of Notre Dame, working 
on a doctorate in history.

Far left: Nelson Kraybill
Middle: John F. Funk
Above: Philipp Gollner
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Time Lines for Local Mennonite Anniversaries in 2013
Eighth Street Church Centennial

www.8thstreetmennonite.org 

1913–1st met at 616 S. 5th, Goshen
1913–Alvin K. Ropp, pastor
1920–Dedicate building 8th & Purl
1923–College Church people join
1945–Messenger newsletter begun
1945–Bob Hartzler, pastor
1957–Ed/office/fellowship wing  
1973–Pre-school begun
1980s–Commission/board structure
1994–Brenda S. Paetkau, pastor
1997–Dedicate organ & piano
2003–Kevin Farmwald, pastor
2006–Meridian, MS, work begun
2013–221 members

Nov. 24, 2013
Conclusion of  Celebrations
-- Worship, communion, meal

Clinton Frame 150th Anniversary 
http://clintonframe.org/

1842–1st Amish service
1854–1st Amish-Menn. service
1863–Meeting house at current site
1876–S.S. classes in German
1882–D.J. Johns, pastor
1888–2nd building at current site
1892–Leavers form Silver Street
1900–Women’s sewing circle
1916–Drop “Amish” in name
1922–Last sermon in German
1924–Ira Johns, pastor
1944–Church plant in Benton
1950–Vernon Bontreger, pastor
1971–First church organ
1952–Talcum, KY, outreach
1987–Joann Miller, woman pastor
1992–Bob Shreiner, pastor
1999–Current building additions
2004–Terry Diener, pastor
2013—Oct. 12-13, celebrations

MennoHof  25th Anniversary
http://www.mennohof.org

1974–H. Chupp programs at Shore
1986–Barn-like structure raised
1988–Dedication; Tim Lichti, dir.
        --33,509 visitors
1991–“Reunion Newsletter” begun
1995– Pres. Jimmy Carter visits
       --Alcohol/drug seminars
1997– Sexual abuse seminar
1998–Amish education conference
        --480,498 visitors since 1988
        --Peace and war workshops
2000–Robert Lambright garden 
        -- J. Beasley, O.Yutzy, interims
2001– Joe Yoder, director
2008–Leroy Mast, director
       --Heritage Trail quilt garden 
2009–First Singspiration
2010–Jerry Beasley, director
       --Winter Series Events, Jan-Apr
2013– 891,516 visitors since 1988

Twenty-five people in a Goshen College bus driven by John Ingold enjoyed a day’s trip into western Elkhart County, stopping at 
ten Centennial Farms owned by Anabaptist-related families whose descendants still live on the farms. 

Wanda Kauffman noticed:
• Cow milk differs, depending on the breed.
• It’s “German Baptist,” not “Dunkard”
• John Deere strictly controls its decals
• Amazing artesian well water at Rohrers
• Swiss barns with banks and forebays

• Egyptian-style woodwork at Witmers
• The continental divide on Weldys’ farm.
• Porches with doors for parlor and everyday
• Dwight Weldy’s family = a girl after 10 boys
• There is no CR 34 west of Goshen
• Lush crops of corn and soybeans

For a photo and one-paragraph his-
tory of each farm, click on “tours” on the 
Michiana Anabaptist Historians website, 
as posted by Wanda, Helene and Karl. The 
executive committee welcomes ideas for 
future tours.
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Please check your address label on this newsletter. Look at the date in the top line, at the right side. That is when your mem-
bership will expire (or did expire!). Please make sure you keep your membership of $10/year current. Mail to Helene Hoover. Her 
address is listed above and as the return address of this newsletter. Thank-you!

New Publications
Rachel Nafziger Hartzler, No Strings Attached, is a history of the Pleasant Oaks Mennonite Church, Middlebury, 

Indiana, and its eventual demise and re-union with First Mennonite Church, Middlebury. The title refers to a disciplinary 
action in the Middlebury Mennonite Church (OM) involving women’s covering strings, which motivated leavers to found 
Warren Street Church (GC) in 1923 (becoming Pleasant Oaks Church in 1965). 

The author was the last pastor of Pleasant Oaks and led the remaining members in returning to First Mennonite 
Church (MCUSA) in 2009. The book is an unusual congregational history because it sets the history of the separation and 
return in the context of larger theological and ecclesiastical developments through the years.

The Amish by Donald B. Kraybill, Karen M. Johnson-Weiner and Steven M. Nolt, is a 500-page survey of Amish 
history, faith and culture. Some readers regard it as “the definitive” book for interpreting Old Order Amish to non-Amish 
readers, superseding John A. Hostetler’s classic Amish Society, first published in 1963 (with later updates).

The unpublished and informally published works of John Howard Yoder will be digitized and made accessible 
online, thanks to a grant of $12,023 administered by the Indiana State Library. The project will be carried out at the Men-
nonite Historical Library at Goshen College in a collaboration between the library and the Mennonite Church USA. Yoder 
(1927-97), who taught at the Elkhart seminary and Notre Dame, was a prominent theologian in the 20th century.

Ruth Krall’s online book, The Elephant in God’s Living Room, is volume 3 in her The Mennonite Church and 
John Howard Yoder, Collected Essays. It uses Yoder as a case study in how the Mennonite Church handles sexual assault 
by its ministers, especially from the point of view of women victims. Find it on the website: ruthkrall.com.

At the spring meeting of Michi-
ana Anabaptist Historians on March 
9, 2013, at Clinton Frame Church, 
Joe Springer (left) of the Mennonite 
Historical Library at Goshen College 
gave an illustrated history of Menno-
nites’ use of the Froschauer Bible, and 
Ross Dilts (right) and Victor Swartz of 
Allen County presented their project 
of making reproduction copies of that 
Bible as well as of the 1564 edition of 
The Ausbund. Dilts welcomes corre-
spondence by telephone 936-239-1986 
or e-mail rdilts@clhscadets.com 

In the business meeting, members 
approved spending funds to begin 
and maintain an MAH website, to be 
created by Karl Stutzman. It was an-
nounced that newsletters will be sent 
to a bulk mail list of 200 members, 
churches, and institutions; that Helene 
Hoover will create an e-mail listserve 
for MAH communication; and that 
plans include a summer bus tour and a 
fall meeting on John F. Funk at Prairie 
Street Church.

Spring 2013 Meeting

Joe Springer Ross Dilts

Ervin Beck, President, 1402-1 Pembroke Circle, Goshen, IN 46526.
Loren Johns, Vice President, 514 N. Green Road, Goshen, IN 46526
Helene Hoover, Membership, 2005 E. Jackson Blvd., Elkhart, IN 46516
Miriam Yutzi, Treasurer, 62835 CR 29, Goshen, IN 46528
Wanda Hoffman, Secretary, 17259 Institutional Drive, Goshen, IN 46528
Floyd Miller, Member At Large, 4425W  100S, LaGrange, IN 46761

Publisher, Dan Byler, Box 744, Shipshewana, IN 46565
Webmaster, Karl Stutzman, 2114 Lane Ave., Elkhart, IN
Send events, reviews or articles to Ervin Beck: ervinb@goshen.edu
Membership is $10 per year.  Renew at meetings or send payment to Helene
All members, please give your e-mail address to Helene:  hahoover@hotmail.com
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Ancestral Log Houses 
Two historic log houses belonging to ancestors of Ana-

baptist Centennial Farm families have been preserved in 
western Elkhart County.

One is the log house (photo) belonging to Ron and Ar-
lene Wenger’s ancestors, Christian and Mary D. (Wenger) 
Wenger, who moved from Pennsylvania to Elkhart County, 
via Ontario, in 1856. They bought the house originally built 
in 1846 by Jacob and Phillipena Beitler in Harrison Twp.on 
CR 32, one-half mile west of County Road 11. 

In 1984 John Nunemaker bought the house from Clif-
ford Wenger and in 1985 had it moved, intact, by Ira Ramer 
7.5 miles to its present location in a woods on CR 15, 1/3 
mile north of CR 40. It is a 1.5 story structure (19 x 30) with 
a 11 x 19 foot addition. Mrs. Doris Nunemaker is a Wenger 
descendant.

The other log house, constructed 1840-48, was formerly 
located on the Tim and Beth Witmer family property on CR 
32, 1/3 mile east of CR 13. In 1976 it was moved, intact, by 
Ira Ramer to the Anson and Fern Witmer farm on CR 30, 
¼ mile west of CR 13, where it is used as a woodworking 
shop. It measures 18 x 22 feet and its main walls are con-
structed of only eight poplar logs, some 20 inches high, with 

rafters of ironwood. The original house had an outside stairs 
leading to the second floor with three rooms.

The two-story home of Ethel Hoover on the Centennial 
Farm tour is made of a different, lighter kind of log con-
struction, as illustrated by a photo on the web, where Ethel 
holds a corner post into which small, squared logs fit. Other 
two-story, sided homes in southwest Elkhart County were 
similarly constructed.

Helene Hoover, Membership
2005 E. Jackson Blvd.
Elkhart, IN 46516
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