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Light from the past

Joe Springer and Dan Beachy, 
representing Amish experience both 
long ago and far away, and nearby and 
contemporary, will be presenters at the 
spring meeting of Michiana Anabaptist 
Historians on Saturday morning, March 19, 
in the activities room at Evergreen Place, 
Greencroft, in Goshen.  Enter and park 
at the Greencroft entrance on S. 15th St.  
Coffee will begin at 8:30, business meeting 
at 9, Joe’s presentation at 9:30 and Dan’s 
at 11.

Joe will report on 25 years of research 
leading to the publication in 2015 of the 
two-volume Montbeliard Mennonite 
Church Register, 1750-1958.  The 
Montbeliard church—originally Amish, 
now Mennonite--located in France 13 
miles from the Swiss border, owns the 
oldest Mennonite church record, dating 
from 1750.  Joe transcribed and translated 
the record book for the first volume; he 
gives exhaustive genealogical information 
in the second volume.  

Montbeliard is a center of what has long 

been one of the largest Amish Mennonite 
settlements in France. People from this 
region were among the waves of Amish 
Mennonites that began emigrating to North 
America in 1817.  This work tries to track 
all descendants of a core group of family 
names from around 1750 to near the end of 
the 19th century--for immigrants, through 
the first generation born in North America.  
Joe will illustrate ways to use the work 
and how to locate sources that document 
individuals included in it.

Dan Beachy will be interviewed by Dan 
Hochstetler, for an oral history recording.  
Dan was born in 1922 to Henry and 
Emma (Bontrager) Beachy in Clearspring 
Township, LaGrange County.  He retired 
in 2006 and now lives with his wife Viola 
Miller at Greencroft.  Both are 93 years old.

Like Rachel Kreider in her interview 
by Loren Johns, Dan will cover many long 
developments that he has observed during 
his long life in northern Indiana.  A faithful 
and active member of the Amish-Mennonite 
Church (formerly, Beachy Amish), he has 

been part of many developments in that 
denomination as well as in ecumenical 
Mennonite affairs.

He was present when three Old Order 
Amish districts merged in 1959 to form the 
Woodlawn Church, which he still attends.  
He was active in the formation of Clinton 
Christian School and also Mennohof, 
where he and Viola were hosts for two 
years.  His work with the Mennonite 
Central Committee and Mennonite 
Disaster Service led to his help in turning a 
derelict Goshen factory building into The 
Depot, now a thriving cluster of Mennonite 
nonprofit projects.

In 2013 he published his 324-page 
autobiography, Home Alone at Thirteen, 
which is also a history of conservative 
Mennonite experience near Goshen, 
Indiana. In 1993 he published The 
Contribution of the Amish to Topeka and 
LaGrange County.  He is co-author of a 
genealogy for the Jacob M. Miller family 
and contributed a chapter to the history of 
Clinton Christian School.

Copies of Home Alone at Thirteen and 
of the Montbeliard record book will be for 
sale at the March 19 meeting.

Dan and Viola Beachy
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Periodicals For Research Local Programs
The exhibit, “Inherited Quilts 2: 

Clinton Frame Mennonite Church” 
will open Sunday, March 13, with a 
public reception from 3 to 5 p.m. in the 
gallery of the Good Library at Goshen 
College.  All are vintage Mennonite or 
Amish quilts that have been inherited 
from family or friends of members of 
Clinton Frame church on CR 35 east of 
Goshen.  The cooperating sponsors are 
Mennonite Women at Clinton Frame 
and the Mennonite-Amish Museum 
committee at Goshen College.

The annual Mennonite Historical 
Society spring banquet will be held 
Tuesday, April 19, place and time to be 
announced.  The after-dinner program 
will be given by Joe Springer on his 
work with the Montbeliard Amish  
Congregation Book.

TourMagination offers four 
Anabaptist heritage tours in Europe 
and Asia this summer:  “The Great 
Trek,” led by John Sharp, June 5-17; 
“European Heritage,” led by John 
Ruth,“ June 26 to July 9; “Amish 
European Heritage,” led by John Ruth, 
July 6 to Aug. 9; and “Experience the 
Glory of Russia and the Mennonite 
Story in Ukraine,” led by Len Friesen, 
Sept. 21 to Oct. 3.  For more information 
consult the TourMagination website.

The fall 2016 meeting of  Michiana 
Anabaptist Historians will be October 
15 at Yellow Creek Mennonite Church, 
beginning at 8:30 a.m.  Rich Preheim 
will comment on his new history of 
the Indiana-Michigan Mennonite 
Conference, followed by a sale of used 
books on Anabaptist subjects and local 
history.  Plan to bring your surplus 
books and buy others at bargain prices.  
Details of the sale will be announced 
in the fall newsletter. 

The Northern Indiana Amish 
Library (NIAL) held their annual 
Library Day on November 14, 2015.  
The topic for the day was the Jeck 
Noah-Susan Miller-Amos and Bessie 
Miller family connections. 

Digitizing the periodicals Gospel Herald (1908-1998) and The Mennonite (1885-1998) is 
complete.  Researchers may now conduct full-text online searches of each set to quickly 
locate topics and articles.  http://libraryguides.ambs.edu/digital_mennonite_periodicals 
The photo depicts volunteer Lois Longenecker, who did most of the tedious work, 
snipping threads of tightly bound volumes so that pages could be scanned in their entirety  
(AMBS photo).

Summer Field Trip
Did you ever eat at El Toro restaurant 

(before it became Phil’s Neighborhood 
Bar) at the corner of CR 7 and 20? 

Have you noticed the oddly shaped 
building at the corner of Hively and 
Sterling Avenues? 

Do you admire the neat home at CR 30 
and 11 or the one at CR 30 and 7? Did you 
ever buy insurance at the corner of CR 11 
and 26? 

Have you wondered who owns the 
storage building at the corner of CR 42 and 
29? Have you been to Grace Bible Church 
at CR 52 and 35?

  All of these brick corner structures 
were built as local country schools, attended, 
taught and administered by Mennonites, 
Old Order Mennonites, Wisler Mennonites, 
Amish and their neighbors. 

Plan to join other Michiana Anabaptist 
Historians as we tour parts of Elkhart 
County looking at old one- and two-room 
schools. Learn about the history of the 
people who attended and taught in these 
schools, or the folks who donated land for 
them and acted as trustees.

Saturday, July 23, 2016, is the date. 
Meet at the Newcomer Center parking lot 
at the south side of Goshen College at 8 
a.m.  Plan to return there by 4 p.m. There 
will be some rest breaks and a stop for 
lunch along the way. Reserve your seat 
for this tour or obtain more information by 
emailing hahoover@hotmail.com , putting 
“tour” in the subject line.  Expect to pay a 
$5 transportation fee.

Mid-summer we will try to remind 
MAH members of this unique opportunity.
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Book Review

Rachel Weaver Kreider (1909-2015)

By Theron F. Schlabach
Perry Bush, Peace, Progress, and the 

Professor: The Mennonite History of C. 
Henry Smith (Herald Press, 2015).  362 pp.

This well written and very readable 
biography takes its place right alongside, 
let’s say, Albert N. Keim’s account of 
Harold S. Bender and this reviewer’s study 
of Guy F. Hershberger. Indeed, readers 
may well find that it says more than those 
books about how our basic understandings 
of Mennonite history took shape in the first 
two-thirds of the twentieth century. During 
an important time in his formative years C. 
Henry Smith lived and taught in Elkhart 
and in Goshen. Had Michiana Anabaptist 
Historians gotten underway by 1900, we 
can be sure Smith would have been one of 
its leaders.

Henry Smith lived from 1875 to 1948. 
His name was only “Henry Smith” until, as 
an adult, he added the “C.”--only a letter, 
not a name--apparently because he thought 
it sounded better. Reared near Metamora, 
Illinois, as an Amish Mennonite (before 
the “Beachy Amish” adopted that name), 
he eventually taught at Elkhart Institute 
and continued at Goshen after the Institute 
moved and became Goshen College.

At Goshen he also served for a time as 
Dean. While he was there, troubles were 
brewing between Goshen College and its 
church, the “old” or “MC” Mennonites. 
The troubles brought a falling-out that 
led in 1923-1924 to reorganization and 
almost an entirely new faculty. As the pot 
began to boil, Smith, who was far more 
liberal-minded than the “old” church, 
switched with some other faculty to what 
was becoming Bluffton College in Ohio. 
Meanwhile in 1907, while still at Goshen, 
he was the first American Mennonite  
historian to earn a Ph.D. degree, from the 
University of Chicago.

Well trained, likeable, and a pleasing 
orator, Smith became a favorite teacher, a 

speaker at many Mennonite and community 
events, a respected colleague of other 
Mennonite historians (whatever their 
disagreements), and well known, especially 
in General Conference Mennonite and 
Central Conference Mennonite circles. 

Meanwhile, he wrote several books, 
especially The Mennonites of America 
(1909) and The Story of the Mennonites. The 
latter is a large work and the greatest one 
of Smith’s lifetime, first published in 1941 
with various editions thereafter. In it Smith 
tried to synthesize Mennonite history into 
one volume. Meanwhile he also invested in 
several banks, and for many years, as bank 
president, was a leading citizen of Bluffton, 
the town.

Perry Bush tells the Smith story 
skillfully, deftly weaving analysis into 
his narrative and producing several 
main themes. One is Smith as Amish 
Mennonite, although perhaps Bush should 
have explained a bit more just what kind 
of Amish Mennonites Smith’s people 
were--descended from nineteenth-century 
immigrants who had not deeply imbibed 
a Pennsylvania-German version of  
Amish culture.  

A second is Smith’s pacifism, which 
meant denouncing war as a national 
policy, not only or mainly personal  
conscientious objection. 

A third is Smith’s progressivism, 
by which Smith wanted Mennonites to 
modernize, move along with American 
culture, and contribute to it. This theme 
Bush develops well. 

A fourth is a constant hope that Smith 
held and worked for, that of bringing 
Mennonite groups together into a single 
fellowship. Bush develops this Mennonite 
union theme well also, while noting that 
Smith’s inter-Mennonitism really had scant 
place for traditionalist groups.

A fifth theme was Smith’s perception 

of Anabaptism, quite different from what 
Harold S. Bender and his colleagues in 
the “Goshen circle” of scholars were 
establishing as the dominant interpretation. 
The Goshen circle strongly emphasized 
discipleship and wrote in terms of 
group thought and life, while for Smith 
the Anabaptists stood above all for 
individualism. Bush is by no means the 
first to notice the individualism motif, but 
he does a fine job of showing how Smith 
applied it in his histories. 

A reader might raise at least two questions 
for Bush to explore more deeply: (1) Was 
Smith perhaps taking a notable American 
idea, inherited from the eighteenth-
century’s so-called Enlightenment, and 
imposing it on Anabaptist history? and (2) 
May Smith have confused individualism 
with Anabaptists’ voluntarism? 

Whatever the answers, this reviewer 
found that reading about how Smith 
developed his version of the Anabaptist-
Mennonite story was highly interesting-
-and very helpful for understanding 
how the writing of Mennonite history  
has developed.

Perry Bush has given us an excellent 
book. His narrative is very readable and 
his analyses are thought-provoking, 
exceedingly worthwhile, and for the most 
part persuasive. All of us who work with 
history bring our own outlooks to our work, 
and C. Henry Smith was no exception. This 
biography is a “good read.”

Rachel Weaver Kreider died on 
October 30, 2015, at the age of 106 years 
at Greencroft in Goshen.  She was born 
on a farm in LaGrange County, graduated 
from Goshen College and married Leonard 
Kreider of Wadsworth, Ohio.  Historians 

will remember her as the author, with Hugh 
Gingerich, of the 850-page genealogy 
devoted to Amish and Amish-Mennonite 
families who immigrated to North America 
before 1850.  Among her many other 
writings is a history of the Eighth Street 

Mennonite Church in Goshen.  A dvd of 
the extensive oral history interview of 
Rachel by Loren Johns, at a meeting of 
the Michiana Anabaptist Historians, is 
available for sale by the MAH, through 
Helene Hoover, membership secretary.
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D.D. Miller Family in Stories
John Sharp’s recent biography of Orie 

O. Miller, My Calling to Fulfill (Herald 
Press 2015), reminds us that he was born 
into a well known Mennonite family from 
rural Middlebury.  For some interesting 
facts about him, see https://themennonite.
org/feature/15-things-you-didnt-know-
about-orie-o-miller/  A number of stories 
in the oral tradition have formed around 
members of the family.  Here are four.

v When Orie O. Miller was a boy on 
the farm in Indiana, one day he found a 
bucket of paint and proceeded to paint, in 
large letters, his initials on the side of the 
barn:  “O. O. Miller.”  His father didn’t 
notice until he was working in the field, 
looked at the barn from a distance, and saw 
it.  “Only Old Mush!” was all he said, and 
he drove on.  (John Ruth)

v Orie became so influential in 
Mennonite institutional affairs, especially 
the Mennonite Central Committee, that 
people who worked with him claimed that 
he wrote the minutes of committee meetings 
before he came to them.

v D. D. Miller’s other son, E.E. Miller, 
who became president of Goshen College, 
told the following story in a psychology 
class about his father D.D., who was a well 
known church leader and evangelist and 
often absent from home for 4-6 weeks at a 
time.  When he got back home he was keyed 
up, tense, and needed a way to unwind. He 
would kick the horses a lot—in their bellies.  
Someone asked Mrs. [Ruth Blosser 1893-
1977] Miller what Ernst does to unwind.  
She replied that Ernest is like his father, but 
he doesn’t have horses.

v When the State of Indiana wanted 
to rebuild U.S. 20 south of Middlebury, 
they wanted it to follow the foot of the 
hill and curve north, following the valley 
and crossing SR 13 closer to Middlebury.  
That of course would have taken a huge 
corner off of D.D.’s farm.  Whenever the 
surveyors came and drove in the stakes to 
mark the route, D. D. went out and pulled 
them up.  Finally, the chief engineer in 
Indianapolis said he gives up; he had never 
run into such stubborn opposition before. 
So he had his engineers keep 20 going 
west beyond highway 13, then curve north 
to meet the highway at the point where 
Essen Haus Restaurant now stands.  But 
that emasculated the farm of another man, 
who slashed his wrists (but did not take  
his life.).


