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March 25 Program on Chicago Home Mission 
and Church of God in Christ, Mennonite

Speakers Doug Salsbury and Philipp 
Gollner will be featured on the spring 
MAH program on Saturday, March 25.  
The meeting will be held at East Goshen 
Mennonite Church on E. Lincoln Avenue 
(SR 4) in Goshen. Coffee will be available 
at 8:30 a.m., followed by a business 
meeting at 9:00.

At 9:30 a.m. Salsbury will speak 
on “The Church of God in Christ, 
Mennonite,” especially the recently formed 
congregation in Elkhart County, where he 
is pastor.  Sometimes called “Holdeman 
Mennonites,” most local members come 
from the western states and are the first 
such group to organize in Elkhart County.  
They recently purchased a church building 
at 60536 CR 113, west of Dunlap.

The denomination originated in 1859 as 
a spiritual awakening among Mennonites 
and Amish in Wayne County, Ohio, led 
by John Holdeman.  They emphasized the 
new birth and baptism by the Holy Ghost  
at a time of separatist complacency among 
their fellow Anabaptists. 
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Originally found in Pennsylvania 
and Midwestern states, the Holdeman 
movement also grew in Manitoba with 
Kleinegemeinde Mennonites who 
immigrated there from Ukraine in the 
1870s.  Thanks to worldwide missions, 
congregations are also found in other parts 
of the world.  The denomination now has 
about 22,779 members.

At 11 a.m. Philipp Gollner will speak 
on “How Mennonites became White.”   
The subject comes from his doctoral 
dissertation recently completed at the 
University of Notre Dame: “Good White 
Christians: How Immigrants Shaped 
Race, Changed America—and Lost 
Their Flavor.”  His presentation will 
analyze how Illinois Mennonites, and 
others, who worked with diverse urban 
ethnic communities at the Chicago Home  
Mission became acculturated into the  
American mainstream.

In Fall 2016 Gollner, a native of 
Austria, became a professor of history 
at Goshen College.  He spoke on John 

Established 1992Light from the past

F. Funk at the Fall 2013 meeting and is 
pictured in the MAH newsletter for that 
event.  The Chicago Home Mission was 
on the program at the Spring 2015 meeting 
and personal experiences with the mission 
are included in the Fall 2015 newsletter.  
People who remember the Chicago Home 
Mission are especially encouraged to attend 
this meeting and contribute to discussion 
following Gollner’s presentation.

One item of business will be electing 
a new vice-president, to replace Rachel 
Nafziger Hartzler.  A committee has been 
appointed to recommend a nominee.

An added feature of this morning will 
be the opportunity to view the recently 
conserved first edition (1564) of the 
Ausbund—the only copy in the world-
-owned by the Mennonite Historical 
Library.  See the story on p. 2.

Photos from the Fall 2016 MAH meeting at Yellow Creek:  (left) Alice Yoder Rissler and Rachel Nafziger Hartzler, MAH vice-president, at the book exchange 
table.  (right) John Bender, historian for the Indiana-Michigan Conference, who described his research on women in the history of Mennonite publishing.
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1564 Ausband, Newly Conserved, on View at Spring MAH Meeting

The Mennonite Historical Library at 
Goshen College owns the world’s only 
surviving copy of the first printing, in 
1564, of songs that eventually became the 
Ausbund, the first Anabaptist songbook and 
the Protestant hymnal in longest continuous 
use—by the Old Order Amish.

The photos on this page show the 1564 
edition in its former mutilated condition 
and in its newly conserved condition as of 
2016. 

The background story is colorful.  In 
1928, while browsing in a rare book store 
in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, H. S. Bender, 
founder of the MHL, discovered this 
printing of the 53 hymns composed by 
Anabaptist prisoners in Passau, Germany.  
However, it was contained in a binding that 
contained other early texts.

Since he could not afford to buy the 
entire book, the bookseller offered to tear 
the volume in two and sell only the Passau 
hymns to Bender.  Which he did, for $10, 
according to the story, which Bender never 
wrote down.  Later, he was indeed able to 
buy the other half of the volume. For fifteen 
years both parts languished, separated, 
in the MHL, until Robert Friedmann 
“discovered” them and rejoined them.  

Finally, in 2016 a patron offered to 
pay for rejoining and conserving the 
two parts into a sturdy, single volume, or 
Sammelband, again.

That work was done by Jeffrey 
Peachey, a Goshen native and Goshen 
College graduate, now working as an 
expert bookbinder in New York City.  His 
work, and the historical background of the 
Passau songs, are presented in detail, with 
six photographs, in the October 2016 issue 
of Pennsylvania Mennonite Heritage in the 
article, “Ausbund 1564: The History and 
Conservation of an Anabaptist Icon,” by 
Peachey and Ervin Beck. Single copies are 
available from the magazine. 

The Passau hymns were composed by 
communitarian Anabaptists when they were 
expelled from Moravia and imprisoned in 
1535 in the dungeon of the castle at Passau, 
Germany, on the Rhine River.

Joe Springer, curator of the MHL, will 
bring this conserved treasure to the Spring 
2017 meeting of the MAH, for eyes-only 
examination.

The rare book room of the MHL also 
contains a copy of the 1527 Schleitheim 
Confession, which is one of only two 
surviving copies in the world.

Photos by Jeffrey S. Peachey, jeffpeachey.com

By Ervin Beck
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Funk Marker Text

Forks Mennonite Church 1867-2016
On a day for celebrating a birth, a 

congregation commemorated its death. 
After 159 years, Forks Mennonite Church 
near Middlebury, Ind., held its last worship 
on Dec. 25, 2016. But still remaining 
is its rich religious heritage that went 
well beyond the walls of the now-vacant  
church building.

Forks was part of the first wave of 
progressive Amish in northern Indiana to 
pull away from their more tradition-minded 
brothers and sisters. The congregation was 
founded in 1857, following Haw Patch 
(later Maple Grove), Topeka, in 1853 and 
Clinton Frame, Goshen, in 1854. The three 
would be charter members of Indiana-
Michigan Amish Mennonite Conference 
in 1888, which in 1916 merged with the 
Indiana-Michigan Mennonite Conference.

Forks was the home congregation of 
Daniel D. Miller and Jeanette Miller and 
their children, one of the most notable 
families in American Mennonite history. 
D.D. was a deacon, minister and ultimately 
bishop at Forks from 1890 until his death 
in 1955. He was a longtime member of 
Mennonite Board of Missions, serving as 

D.D. Miller

With the completion of a major 
renovation, Prairie Street Mennonite 
church is eager to complete plans for the 
John F. Funk historical marker to be erected 
in its front yard, as initiated by MAH.  The 
following text for the marker has been 
vetted and approved by six knowledgeable 
members of MAH, including Nelson 
Kraybill, Prairie Street pastor:

 “Elkhart became a major center 

president from 1920 to 1935. He also was 
on the Mennonite Board of Education and 
was Mennonite Church moderator.

Several Miller sons also went on to make 
contributions to the broader church. Orie 
O. Miller was one of Mennonite Central 
Committee’s first three workers, then 
was its executive secretary for 23 years. 
He also helped start Eastern Mennonite 
Board of Missions, Mennonite Economic 
Development Associates, Mennonite 
Mutual Aid and Menno Travel Service.

Ernest E. Miller, with his wife, Ruth, 
went to India with MBM, and he later 
was a minister at Forks before becoming 
president of Goshen College from 1940 to 
1954. During that time the college started 
its seminary and nursing programs.

Samuel S. Miller was a minister at 
Clinton Frame and Hopewell Mennonite 
Church, Kouts, where he was ordained 
bishop. Yet another son, Wilbur W., also 
entered the ministry but had a short-lived 
career. He started at Forks in 1921, but 
soon clashed with Indiana-Michigan’s 
conservative leadership, including his 
bishop father. He left after three years 
and moved to Columbus, Ohio, where he 

became a successful school administrator 
and a Presbyterian.

The Millers weren’t the only ones from 
Forks to become church workers. Among 
them were W.B. and Alice Thut Page 
who went to India in 1899 as two of the 
Mennonite Church’s first three mission 
workers. S. Jay and Ida Hostetler served 
with MBM in India for 21 years and  
Ghana for seven. 

Forks started a number of congregations 
and Sunday schools, including Emma 
Mennonite Church, a cooperative venture 
with Shore Mennonite Church. In the late 
1800s, Shore, a Mennonite congregation 
near Shipshewana, began a Sunday school 
in the little community of Emma for local 
members. But it also drew participants from 
Forks, an Amish Mennonite congregation, 
who lived in the area. By 1901, both 
contingents wanted a church closer to them 
and started Emma. Because it grew out of 
Shore’s Sunday school, it affiliated with the 
Indiana-Michigan Mennonite Conference. 
But the first minister was Forks’ Oscar 
S. Hostetler, who had been Sunday  
school superintendent.

for the Mennonite church after Funk 
moved here from Chicago in 1867.  He 
was founding pastor of Prairie Street 
Mennonite Church at this location in 1871.  
His Mennonite Publishing Company 
connected Mennonites in North America 
and exercised wide influence through 
its periodicals, Sunday school materials 
and books. In the 1870s he gave crucial 
assistance to 18,000 Russian Mennonite 
immigrants who settled on the Great Plains.  
Funk and people he recruited established 

key Mennonite institutions, including 
forerunners of Mennonite Church USA, 
Mennonite Mission Network, Anabaptist 
Mennonite Biblical Seminary and Goshen 
College (originally the Elkhart Institute on 
Prairie Street).”

Details of the marker’s erection along 
Prairie Street will be announced later.  The 
church and MAH have agreed to guarantee 
the cost of the $2000+ marker. Individual 
and group contributions are needed  
and welcomed.

By Rich Preheim



Spring 2017 Page 4www.michianaanabaptisthistorians.org

Helene Hoover, Membership
2005 E. Jackson
Elkhart, IN 46516

HISTORIANS
Michiana Anabaptist

Est. 1992

MAH Executive Committee (2016) MAH News & Notes is published twice a year.
Ervin Beck, President, 1402-1 Pembroke Circle, Goshen, IN 46526.
Rachel Nafziger Hartzler, Vice-president, 1121 S. Main, Goshen, IN 46526.
Helene Hoover, Membership, 2005 E. Jackson Blvd., Elkhart, IN 46516.
Miriam Yutzy, Treasurer, 62835 CR 29, Goshen, IN 46528.
John Smith, Secretary, 1422 Hampton Court, Goshen, IN 46526.
Floyd Miller, At Large, 4425W  100S, LaGrange, IN 46761.

Send events, reviews or articles to Ervin Beck:  ervinb@goshen.edu.
Katie McKinnell, layout; Karl Stutzman, webmaster; Wanda Hoffman, photos.
Membership is $10 per year.  Renew at meetings or send payment to Helene.
All members, please give your e-mail address to Helene.
Meetings the third Saturday in March and October.

News Notes
*A public reception for the new exhibit 

in the Library Gallery at Goshen College, 
“A Cabinet of Curiosities 2,” will be held 
Sunday, March 26, in the gallery from 
3 to 5 p.m.  The exhibit includes recent 
and earlier acquisitions that have not yet 
been used in a themed exhibit.  The title 
refers to the original name for a collection 
of oddities.  Among those on display will 
be Amish and Mennonite quilts, a pistol 
from the Armenian genocide, theology 
teaching charts, Arthur Sprunger wall 
murals, decorated linens, etc.  Leading into 
the exhibit will be the 150th anniversary 
commemorative quilt for Forks Mennonite 
Church (see p. 3) designed by Shirley 
Shenk and recently donated to the MHL 
collection.

*The Fall 2017 meeting of MAH, on 
the third Saturday morning in October, 
will be held at the new MCUSA Archives 

in the lower level of Mennonite Church 
USA headquarters, 3145 Benham Ave., in 
Elkhart.  Jason Kauffman, archivist, will 
speak about the new archives and lead a 
tour of the facility.  Joe Springer will also 
clarify the nature and role of the archives 
left at Goshen College.  The moving of the 
archives from Goshen College to Elkhart is 
expected to be finished this spring.

*On February 22 the Mennonite 
Historical Society sponsored a reading by 
Ken Yoder Reed from his novel Both My 
Sons, recently published by Mashof Press, 
at Goshen College.  Reed is also author of 
Mennonite Soldier (1974) and He Flew Too 
High (2009).

*On March 7 the Institute of Mennonite 
Studies at AMBS issued a new book about 
J. Lawrence Burkholder, Recollections of 
a Sectarian Realist: A Mennonite Life in 
the Twentieth Century (see right), based on 
interviews of JLB by C. Arnold Snyder and 
edited by Myrna Burkholder.


