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Pastors/Librarians
Please post  

in public place.

Old and New Froschauer 
Bibles for March 9 Program 
The “Froschauer Bible,” in early 

editions and in reproductions being 
made in Indiana today, will be the sub-
ject of the Spring 2013 meeting of the 
Michiana Anabaptist Historians (see 
details at right).Members and the pub-
lic are invited.

Bibles and New Testaments pub-
lished by Christopher Froschauer in 
Zurich from 1524 to 81 were brought 
by many German-speaking Swiss im-
migrants to America, and especially by 
Anabaptists.

Joe Springer, curator of the Menno-
nite Historical Library at Goshen Col-
lege, will bring examples from the rare 
book collection, and discuss the history 
of publication and use of Froschauer 
Bibles by Mennonites and Amish.

Ross Dilts and Victor Swartz, of 

Allen County, will then describe a new 
and on-going project in the authentic 
reproduction of the Froschauer Bible, 
now being carried out by them and In-
diana Amish craftsmen near New Ha-
ven. Examples and demonstrations of 
hand-tooled leather bindings and brass 
fittings will be included in his presenta-
tion. 

Ross will also describe their repro-
duction of the first edition of the Aus-
bund (1564), the hymn book that local 
Amish still use and that is one of the 
hymnbooks in longest continuous use 
by Christians.

A few copies of both the Froschau-
er and Ausbund reproductions will be 
available for purchase.

The opportunity to see both rare, 
antique examples and beautifully re-
produced versions of these key texts in 
Anabaptist history makes this program 
one not to be missed.

Spring 2013
Public Meeting
Saturday,
March 9, 2013
Conversation & 
coffee at 8:30 a.m  
Program 9:00 a.m
Clinton Frame 
Mennonite Church
Goshen, Indiana
63846 CR 35, Goshen, IN

Sponsored by Michiana
Anabaptist Historians

Directions: On County Road 35 
just north of County Road 36, 
east of Goshen, Indiana.

Annual Fall 
Meeting Report ———————
Sat., October 20, 2012
9:00-11:30 a.m.
Topeka Church  
and Town History

At the Fall 2012 meet-
ing of the MAH, on Oct. 
20, Bob Coon, Topeka 
Church Historian, gave an 
illustrated history of the 
Topeka Mennonite Church, 

— Continued on back page



MAH News & Notes Spring 2013 Volume 22 • Number 1

 Page 2

The Northern Indiana Amish Library
The Northern Indiana Amish 

Library (NIAL), located at 4425W 
100S in LaGrange County, 46761, 
was organized in 2008. For a num-
ber of years there had been a longing 
and a need felt for such an organiza-
tion among the Amish community. 

In April of 2008 a small group 
of interested persons assembled 
at the home of Floyd R. Miller to 
discuss the possibility of starting 
a library. It was decided that the 
board would start with the advisory 
board of The Old Order Histori-
cal Gathering of Northern Indiana, 
which consisted of LaVern Yutzy, 
Floyd R. Miller and Owen E. Bork-
holder, representing Eastern Elkhart 
County, LaGrange County and the 
Nappanee area, respectively. 

At the same meeting two more 
board members were elected, 
Emanuel E. Miller and Mervin S. 
Mast. It was also decided to start 
out in an upstairs room at Floyd’s 
business, Quality Metal Supply.

At the second meeting, of-
ficer positions were established 
as follows: chair, LaVern Yutzy; 
secretary, Emanuel Miller; trea-
surer, Owen Borkholder; librarian, 
Floyd Miller; and member-at-large, 
Mervin Mast. The library name was 
also chosen.

The library has obtained non-
profit status. The organization is 
supported by donations and mem-
bership fees of $15 per year, or 
lifetime membership of $250. The 
fee provides operating funds and 
entitles members to receive the 
newsletter, Newslines, which is 
published twice a year.

The library functions can be di-
vided into three categories: research 
library, archives and bookstore.

Library
One main purpose is for the 

local Amish Historians to have a 
place to share their knowledge with 
each other and to be able to do re-
search within horse and buggy driv-
ing distance. The goal is to provide 
material to research one’s geneal-
ogy, including in local records like 
deeds, marriage records, census 
records, and others. 

The other main purpose is to 
preserve the history of our faith and 
the history of our forefathers in the 
Christian faith as understood and 
lived by our Amish and Mennonite 
forefathers and leaders.

Archives
Our archive section provides a 

place for older articles to be pre-
served for future generations.

Bookstore
In the bookstore we try to pro-

vide genealogy and history books, 
both to make them available to 
people who might
 not know where 
these books might be 
available and also as a 
source of income 
for the library.

There has 
been a lot of 
support for 
the li-
brary 
from 
the

Amish community and beyond. 
Most of the items have been donat-
ed. In 2012 after the death of Dan 
A. Hochstetler of Topeka, Indiana, 
we had the opportunity to purchase 
his extensive genealogy library, 
which added quite a few books that 
we did not have. We also purchased 
the inventory of new books that 
Dan had stocked.

Due to the growth of the library 
and changes being made in Floyd 
Miller’s business, the library was 
moved to the first floor of Floyd’s 
metal shop during January 2013 
and is now wheelchair-accessible. 
The library is not open with regu-
lar hours but by appointment or by 
chance when the librarian is there. 
An annual open house is held on a 
Saturday in February—in 2013, on 
February 16, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

To contact the librarian, Floyd 
Miller, telephone 260-463-2401 and 
leave a message on extension #1.

2013 Execuitve Committee: (Seated, left to right) Wanda Hoffman, Helene Hoover, and 
Miriam Yutzy.  (Standing) Ervin Beck and Loren Johns. (Not pictured) Floyd Miller.
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Please check your address label on the envelope this newsletter came in. Look at the date in the top line, at the right side. 
That is when your membership will expire (or did expire!). Please make sure you keep your membership of $10/year current. 
Mail to Helene Hoover. Her address is also on the envelope or on page 4 of this newsletter. Thank-you!

John C. Wenger Stories
At the Goshen Folk Festival in 1981, J. C. Wenger told Mennonite and Amish stories at Berkey 

Avenue Mennonite Church. Here are three about Elkhart County Mennonites. — Ervin Beck

* Two of the early ministers, 
who came in 1848, were preacher 
Jacob Chrisophel, 65, a man from 
Europe, and a young minister 
named Jacob Wisler (1808-89), 
who became the long-time bishop 
in the area. And I must say, I do not 
belong to the Wisler Mennonites 
. . . but under his leadership the 
church grew. It just thrived. John 
F. Funk (1835-1930) came out 
[to Yellow Creek] from Chicago 
in 1862 in order to attend a com-
munion service, and there were 
about 300-400 people there. They 
couldn’t all get in the meeting 
house, and John M. Brenneman 
(1816-1895) from Elida, Ohio, 
presided and preached and served 
communion. And he handed the 
emblems out the windows to the 
people who were standing on the 
outside of all the windows for this 
tremendous communion service-- 
in which, by the way, they had also 
baptized 27 young people.

* In 1864 a man moved into the 

[Yellow Creek] community from 
Ohio, down near Turkey Run, by 
the name of Daniel Brenneman 
(1834-1919). He wasn’t here very 
long until people noticed that he 
was a quite different man from 
Jacob Christophel. [He was equally 
fluent in both English and German, 
and sometimes preached funeral 
sermons in English so non-Men-
nonite neighbors could understand 
them. He also sang bass.] 

One day Brenneman was walk-
ing along the road, and a stranger 
picked him up. In the buggy was a 
Mennonite. They didn’t know each 
other. 

So after a bit the Mennonite 
said to Brenneman, “What do you 
think of Daniel Brenneman?” 

And Brenneman sort of ex-
cused himself. He said, “Oh, I 
don’t know. What do you?” 

He said, “Not much. He sings 
bass and preaches English.” That 
was enough to condemn him. 

Brenneman went on to found 
the Mennonite Brethren in Christ 

denomination, which has become 
the United Missionary Church. 

* Now when Jonas D. Troyer 
(1811-1897) got old, our younger 
leaders were beginning to shave 
their beards off. And, mind you, 
they had an Amish background. 
And one day at conference Jonas 
D. Troyer got up and said, “As 
long as we have ministers that 
don’t have the beard, I have noth-
ing more to say on nonconformity.”

Well, the two men that were 
beardless were D. J. Johns (1850-
1942), the grandfather of Galen 
Johns, and J. S. Hartzler from 
Topeka. D. J. Johns said, “I can’t 
grow very much of a beard, but I’ll 
let grow what I have.”

And his son Ira was in Ohio 
one time, as a young man, and 
people said, “Who are you?”

He said, “Do you know that 
preacher out west in Indiana? He 
has six whiskers on one side and 
seven on the other?” He said, “I’m 
his son.”

Upcoming Events
Feb. 16 – Open house at Northern Indiana Amish Library, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Feb. 24 – Kevin King on MDS, Siloam Mennonite Fellowship, CR 35 at SR 4, 6 p.m.
Mar. 24 – Andre Gingerich Stoner on MCUSA, Menno-Hof, 6 p.m.
Apr. 7 – July 12 – Exhibit of “Inherited Quilts,” College Mennonite Church Women’s Fellowship, Goshen Col-

lege Library Gallery, weekdays 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
April – Opening of new Corson Local History & Genealogy Library, Elkhart County Historical Museum, Bristol.
Apr. 11 – Mennonite Historical Society, Berkey Ave. Mennonite Church, Goshen, Indian buffet supper at 6 p.m., 

Paul Wiebe on Mennonites in S. India at 7 p.m. Call 574-535-7433. 
— Continued on back page
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MAH Executive Committee (2013)
Ervin Beck, President, 1402-1 Pembroke Circle, Goshen, IN 46526.
Loren Johns, Vice President, 514 N. Green Road, Goshen, IN 46526.
Helene Hoover, Membership, 2005 E. Jackson Blvd., Elkhart, IN 46516
Miriam Yutzy, Treasurer, 62835 CR 29, Goshen, IN 46528.
Wanda Hoffman, Secretary, 17259 Institutional Drive, Goshen, IN 46528.
Floyd Miller, At Large, 4425W 100S, LaGrange, IN 46761.

MAH News & Notes is published twice a year. 
Publisher, Dan Byler, Box 744, Shipshewana, IN 46565, 260-463-6505.
 Send events, reviews or articles to Ervin Beck: ervinb@goshen.edu.
 Membership $10 per year. Renew at meetings or send payment to Helene.
 All members, please give your e-mail address to Helene.

which had its roots in the Silver Street Mennonite 
Church on CR 34 in Elkhart County. 

In the second morning session, Harold Ging-
erich, known as the “Haw Patch Historian,” told 
the story of the town of Topeka and its surround-
ing rural area. Through research, as reported in 
his article, “Send Them Fresh Air,” he has dis-
covered the origin of the idea for sending city 
kids to the country for fresh air to help them 
recover from tuberculosis. He also discussed how 
people coped with the draft of WWI and how one 
man’s kindness had far –reaching effects on the 
town of Topeka and the Mennonite churches in 
the town. His research can be found on the web-
site, “Topeka Area Historical Society.” 

Robert Martz, pastor of the Topeka church, 
welcomed the group. Ervin Beck and Miriam 
Yutzy were elected to succeed Ruby Bontrager 
and Ezra Miller as president and treasurer, re-
spectively. The MAH treasury contains $3894.68.

Fall Meeting Report — Continued from page 1

Apr. 13 – Swiss Anabaptist Genealogical Society, Metamora, IL
Apr. 21 – Les Gustafson-Zook and Steve Nolt on MCC, Menno-Hof, 6 p.m.
May -- Menno-Hof 25th anniversary events. www.mennohof.org 
July 18-20 – Sixth Hochstetler Gathering, Lewistown, PA, July 19-20. www.Hostetler.net
Oct. 13 – Clinton Frame Mennonite Church, CR 35 at CR 36, 150th Anniversary Celebration.  

www.clintonframemc.us
Oct. 26 --- MAH Fall Meeting at Prairie Street Mennonite Church, Elkhart. Nelson Kraybill will present a 

program on the life and work, in Elkhart, of John F. Funk, owner of the Mennonite Publishing Company and 
promoter of many Mennonite causes.

Upcoming Events Continued from previous page

Presenters at the MAH Spring Meeting: Harold Gingerich (left), 
“The Hawpatch Historian” and Bob Coon, Topeka Mennonite Church 
Historian.


